Safari West

See & Do
by Tanya Seibold

Exploring the Sonoma Serengeti

Two By Two

When you talk with people
about Sonoma County
and tell them this area has
something even better
than 400 wineries, like wild
giraffes, rhinos, buffalos,
zebras, exotic birds and
cheetahs, they think you’re
nuts. In a land where Pinot
Noir, not Primates, is the
typical order of the day,
locals and tourists alike are
in disbelief when learning
about this region’s best-kept
secret. Tucked away in the
rolling hills of Alexander
Valley, just 15 minutes
east of Highway 101, lies
the stunning private wildlife

preserve of Safari West. This 400acre savannah is chocked-full with
wild animals – 900 to be exact –
totaling 90 different African species
of mammals and birds, all roaming
freely throughout their natural
habitat.
It all started in the early 1970s, on
one of the last remaining cattle
ranches in Beverly Hills. Peter
Lang, son of Otto Lang (Hollywood
film director and producer) took
inspiration from his father’s work
with animals in his 60’s hit TV shows
Flipper and Daktari, and began
keeping wild animals on the family
ranch. When the property sold in
1978, cattle ranches in Beverly
Hills had become extinct. So Peter
relocated the growing conservation
center to some acreage outside
Calistoga in Northern California. A

few years later, the park expanded
yet again to its present location
on an old sheep ranch in Santa
Rosa. Upon meeting his now-wife
Nancy, Peter knew a kindred spirit
was found. She holds a B.A., M.A.
and Ph.D. in Biology, and is the
former General Curator of the Avian
Conservation Center at the San
Francisco Zoological Gardens.
Nancy realized the importance of
the conservation work Peter was
doing and encouraged him to
share it with others. So in 1993,
Safari West officially opened to
the public with tours for children
and schools. Today, this twosome
has grown the animal care and
breeding center into the nation’s
largest of the six accredited private
zoos by AZA (Association of Zoos
and Aquariums). Dr. Nancy is the
Director of Safari West Wildlife
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Preserve and Tent Camp and is responsible for the dayto-day management and development of the property.
Much of the park’s species are now considered
endangered--a direct result of the alarming number
of poaching and illegal black market trading activities
happening on their home continent. However, through
Safari West’s
advances in
breeding, education
and information
sharing with other
preserves and
zoos, the Langs
accomplish their
mission of aiding
wildlife conservation
through sharing
their philosophy
about this type
of preservation.
Safari West even
offers African-style
tent camping.
Overnight guests
can bunk down in
traditional South
African safari tents
and fall asleep to
the chirps of cockatoos and monkeys while surrounded
by herds of African animals. It is truly a once-in-alifetime experience! The park will see over 60,000
visitors annually and AAA California rates it as a “mustexperience” venue, second only to Disney Land. Sunset
Magazine listed it as one of their top 300 destinations in
the Western United States.

For all tour packages, pricing
and FAQs about the park,
visit safariwest.com or email
reservations@safariwest.com
3115 Porter Creek Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Ph. (707) 579-2551

Brews and Buffalos

If you crave a slug of cold beer on a hot day (and who
doesn’t?), then this tour is for you. Your expert guide,
Nate Woodward, will drive you around in one of their
restored 1950s military Dodge M37 Power Wagons in
search of the animals. These machines are not speedy,

but they’ll climb over any rocky terrain effortlessly.
The easy-going pace of the 3 ½ hour safari allows for
plenty of stops along the way to snap some photos
and receive a briefing from Nate about each animal as
you encounter it. Take advantage of the upper deck
seating if you want to get up close and personal with
a Reticulated Giraffe. Slobber alert! Beware if you’re

animal is his favorite, he’ll tell you it’s the Greater Kudu,
or maybe one of the Antelope.

But Wait, There’s More

up top, as these gals are known to drool (a lot), so get
ready for a very wet welcome! The park’s giraffes know
the sight and sound of the vehicles, so they’re very
comfortable with you riding right next to them. Giraffes
are curious creatures by nature, and honestly, one of the
best camera-hounds on the trip. Look closely across the
paddock as you may event spot the baby Masai Giraffe.
You’d never know it, but Nate just came aboard the
Safari West team in December 2015. In a former life
he sold insurance and was a wedding photographer.
Now he’s hooked on exotic animals. In just a short
time, he’s become a walking encyclopedia on each
species, spending countless hours out on safari with
the seasoned guides to offer you the most fun and
educational experience possible. Nate’s also a selfproclaimed “hop head”, so go ahead and try to stump
him with a question about the delicious local microbrews awaiting you, it’s not possible. Your libation break
happens about midway through the tour, perched atop
a hill overlooking the valley and the long-horned Watusi
Cattle bred on property. Along with six or seven beers,
chilled and ready to taste, this package includes a
generous sampling of charcuterie, cheeses, crackers
and even a souvneir “Brews and Buffalos” mini beer
mug to take home. This is your chance to ask the expert
about any aspect of Safari West or the amazing wildlife
you’ve experienced so far. And if you ask Nate which

What else can you expect to see? Well, as the tour
name suggests, you’re going to come across buffalos…
and some pretty tough-looking Cape Buffalo at that.
These 2,500-pound beasts are known to be one of
the most dangerous mammals on the Serengeti. Not
to worry, you’re safe with Nate, as he will steer you
away from the herd even though they have become
accustomed to visitors passing through their habitat.
Cape Buffalo are the only mammals in the wild kingdom
that will turn an entire herd around (and we’re talking
thousands of buffalo here) to go back for just one felled
animal. No buffalo is left behind. They have a highly
acute sense of smell and memory too, so a lion that may
have attempted to take down one of their own years
previously, will be tracked for hundreds of miles and
then killed by the herd. Amazing! Also in store for you:
Zebras, various Antelope such as Gemsbok, Greater
Kudu, Wildebeest, Rhinos, Gazelle, and more. Over in
the more tame surroundings of the Aviary, you’ll find the
brightest Scarlet Ibis you ever did see, along with Blue
Crowned Pigeon, Lady Amherst’s Pheasant, Mandarin
Ducks and plenty more birds of all shapes, sizes
and colors.
When visiting Safari West, be sure to leave plenty of
time for the kids to walk around and see the Primates
and Pink Flamingos too. There’s also safari-style
barbeque lunches and dinners available by reservation,
along with local Sonoma and Napa wines to sip on as
well. Don’t forget to visit the Trading Post Gift Shop for
postcards and mementos of your spectacular journey
at Safari West.

