
Doing Nothing Can Be Everything

The practice of allowing a vineyard to simply just be — to express its

character in the final wines through minimal intervention during the growing

process, is not just a trendy notion for the team at Etude Wines, it’s the only

mantra Winemaker Jon Priest and his team live by. Their approach to crafting

exquisite, ultra-premium wines through the expression of each vineyard’s

unique terroir may seem common place among wineries today, however this

methodology of  “doing nothing can be everything” has been a part of Etude’s

DNA since it was founded back in 1982. The winery and vineyards are located in

the cooler region of Carneros in southern Napa Valley — home to single-

vineyard Pinot Noirs and bright, fruit-forward whites like Pinot Gris, Pinot

Blanc and Chardonnay — with their vineyard-designate Cabernet Sauvignon

hailing from warmer sites in the upper part of the valley. Each of the varying

microclimates yields Bordeaux- and Burgundian-style wines of elegance and

structure, yet balanced by the lush, opulent fruit found only here in California,

garnering worldwide praise with each vintage produced.  

Etude Wines

Open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1250 Cuttings Wharf Road, Napa, CA 94559

(707) 257-5782  |  www.etudewines.com
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“If you grow the grapes in the right place, and employ superior farming

techniques, there’s less of a need for intervention in the winery.”       

— JON PRIEST, ETUDE WINEMAKER
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More To Explore
For an even deeper dive into the Etude portfolio,

there are several tastings available daily (no appointment
required) that will enlighten and excite your palate. For a
more casual wine tasting, consider the Winemaker’s
Selection Flight at the main tasting bar which includes a
selection of five current releases including their
outstanding white wines, Pinot Noirs and Cabernet
Sauvignons ($20 per person,  45-60 minutes,
reservations are not required).

For the connoisseur, select their Collector’s Flight —
a flight of five critically acclaimed wines including their
limited-production, single-vineyard Chardonnay, Pinot
Noir and Cabernet Sauvignon which are only available
for purchase at the winery or through their wine club
($30 per person, offered daily, complimentary for club
members). 

And, don’t miss the winery’s annual Holiday Open
House on Saturday, December 10, from 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. where a special wine flight will be offered for
tasting. Sip and shop to the warm sounds of the Napa
Valley High School Choir as they ring in the season with
holiday cheer. 

For more information on the tasting options and
upcoming events at Etude Wines, call (707) 257-5782
or visit their website at www.etudewines.com. 

>> BY TANYA SEIBOLD

A 360° Virtual Reality Experience

Pinot Noir expresses its “sense of place” more so than any other wine varietal. With Pinot, it’s
all about the clone, and more importantly, its vineyard. In The Study of Pinot Tasting, not
only will you discover what makes Pinot so special, and how the regional differences play up
each wine’s aromas and flavors, but thanks to the marvels of science, this super high-tech
(and über- cool) tasting allows you to “virtually” explore three vineyard sites through a Virtual
Reality headset while you taste the wines from those specific vineyards.  During the hour-long
tasting, your host will offer information on their estate vineyards in Carneros, Sonoma Coast,
Willamette Valley and Santa Barbara County, and you’ll “virtually-visit” the Deer Camp,
Temblor and Heirloom Vineyards with 360° panoramic views of each site and its surrounding
topography. This VR tasting is a first of its kind in the valley and a “must-do” for anyone
wanting to connect the taste and place of Pinot Noir. 
Semi-private, seated experience
Daily at 10:00 a.m. 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. by appointment
$50 per person,  $40 for club members


